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At Roselands, we follow the Letters and Sounds 

programme. Letters and Sounds is a phonics 

resource published by the Department for 

Education and Skills which consists of six distinct 

phases. This is supported by the Jolly Phonics 

songs which associate an action with each sound. 



ÅIt is now a requirement that 
reception children are taught 20 
minsof letters and sounds per 
day.

ÅIt is recommendedthat Year 1 
and 2 children also receive 
20mins per day.



Skillsof 
segmentation 
and blending

Knowledgeof 
the alphabetic 

code.

tƘƻƴƛŎǎ ƛǎΧ

Phonics at a glance



Blending for Reading 

Recognising the letter sounds in a written word 
c-u-p  sh-ee-p

Merging them into the correct order to pronounce the word 
cup and sheep

Key Skills

Segmentation for Spelling

Identifying the individual sounds in a spoken word 
h-i-m , s-t-or-k

Writing down letters for each sound (phoneme) to form the word him and 
stork



A phonemeyou hear.

This is the smallest unit 

of sound in a word.

Agrapheme you see.

These are the letters 

that represent the phoneme.

Terminology
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A phonemecan be represented/spelled in 
more than one way 

cat, kennel, choir

The same graphememay represent more than 
one phoneme 

me, met



Vocabulary Definition Examples

Digraph 2 letters making one 
sound ( ai, ee, oo)

train, keep, eat, look, 
elephant

Trigraph 3 letters making one 
sound ( igh , ear )

Light, beard, treasure

Split Digraph Where the two letters are 
not adjacent ( a-e, e-e )

Snake, line, flute, theme, 
phone

A grapheme could be 1 letter, 2 letters or more! 

t            ai igh o_e



You may have heard your children talk 
about sound buttons. 

sight boat



There are 7 aspects:

A1 ςEnvironmental

A2 ςInstrumental sounds

A3 ςBody Percussion

A4 ςRhythm and rhyme

A5 ςAlliteration

A6 ςVoice sounds

A7 ςOral blending and segmenting.

Phase 1



Phase 2
Children learn common consonants and vowels.

Blending for reading and segmenting for spelling simple CVC words.

sat, cat, dog, mum, hip, lot, pen

Understanding that words are constructed from phonemes and that 
phonemes are represented by graphemes.

Set 1 - s,  a,  t,  p,
Set 2 - l,  n,  m,  d,
Set 3 - g,  o,  c,  k,
Set 4 - ck,  e,  u,  r,
Set 5 - h,  b,  f,  ff,  l,  ll,  ss,







Phase 3

Set 6:j,  v,  w,  x
Set 7: y,  z,  zz,  qu

Consonant digraphs: ch,  sh,  th,  ng

Vowel digraphs: ai,  ee,  igh,  oa,  oo,  ar, or,  ur,  
ow,  oi,  ear,  air,  ure,  er

Knowing one grapheme for each of the 43 
phonemes.

Reading and spelling a wide range of CVC 
words.



Phase 4

This phase consolidates all that the 
children have learnt in the previous 
phases.

Segmenting adjacent consonants in 
words and applying this in spelling. 

Blending adjacent consonants in words 
and applying this skill when reading 
unfamiliar texts.

spin

blink

tramp

lamp



Phase 5-Year One Focus

Children will be taught new graphemes and alternative 
pronunciations for these graphemes.

Vowel digraphs: wh,  ph,  ay,  ou,  ie,  ea,  oy,  ir,  ue, 
aw,  ew,  oe,  au

Split digraphs: a_e,  e_e,  i_e,  o_e,  u_e

Reading phonetically decodabletwo-syllable and three-syllable 
words.

Spelling complex words using phonetically plausible attempts.



Phase 6- taught in Year 2

Learning spelling rules for suffixes.

-s    -es -ing -ed
-er -est -y -en
-ful -ly -ment -ness

Introducing and teaching the past tense

Recognising phonic irregularities

Applying phonic skills and knowledge to recognise 
and spell an increasing number of complex words.



In addition to phonemes, the children 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ΨǘǊƛŎƪȅΩ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎ όǘƘƻǎŜ 
that are not spelt phonetically) and 
key sight vocabulary. 

Throughout Year One children focus 
on revisiting and learning more 
common exception words. 

The key sight word list consists of 300 
words to learn. 

Non-Compliance words and Key Sight Words





We teach phonics every day at 8:50

Phonic activities are always part of our free-flow 
activities

Every piece of writing involves lots of phonics! 

Every day we read and write.

Phonics at Roselands


